	PROJECT/ACTIVITY

By

Shelia Gholson

	Participating Business:

James V. Allred Prison Unit



	

	Lesson Title:  What do the numbers mean???

	

	Course/Grade Level:  Government, Criminal Justice, Algebra I grades 9-12

	

	TEKS: Protective Services—1E, 2A, 2C, 2D

	

	Link to Job/Career:  Texas Department of Criminal Justice:  correctional officer and count clerk

	

	Objective:  Students will be able to develop statistical information regarding prison population which is published annually

	

	Activity/Project Description

	Students are to conduct a count of the prison units throughout the state and determine the overall percentages of specialized categories.  Students will then be able to make a generalized statement regarding what the statistics regarding prison population may reflect about crime in Texas.  Students can retrieve statistical information from the following website:  http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/publications/publications-home.htm.  After referring to this information, students should view at least 5 categories to develop a generalized statement regarding prison population and crime in Texas.  Some of the categories may include:  violent offenders percentages compared to other offenders, average age, typical ethnic group, level of education, type of crime committed.

	Notes to Teacher

	Students should be instructed to bring calculators to class for this activity.

	Materials Needed

	Calculators and internet access.

	Checking for Understanding

	Students may work in groups of 2.  After completing the information, they should be allowed time to compare findings with one other group before presenting the final information to the class.

	Assessment

	The student will be able to interpret the data to determine if percentages reveal a possible pattern to crime.

	Technology Utilization

	Word processing, calculators, computers

	Learning Styles

	Auditory—work with others in determining accurate count.  Tactile/Kinesthetic: use of word processing to develop a completed report regarding data obtained.  Visual—the retrieval of reports with the requested information

	

	

	PROJECT/ACTIVITY

By

Shelia Gholson

	Participating Business:

James V. Allred Prison Unit

	

	Lesson Title:  Get a Job

	

	Course/Grade Level:  Criminal Justice, Economics:  grades 11-12

	

	TEKS: Protective Services:  1A, 1C, 2C and Economics: 2C and 24C

	

	Link to Job/Career:  Texas Department of Criminal Justice:  correctional officer 

	

	Objective

	Students will be able to locate the necessary qualifications and documentation to develop a portfolio and resume for a job with the Texas Department of Criminal Justice

	Activity/Project Description

	Students should be made aware of job shortages and job opportunities at the prison.  Conduct a class scavenger hunt/ internet search of TDCJ website:  http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us.  Refer to the employment opportunities to find a variety of information about job opportunities with the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.  After class discussion regarding the information found about job opportunities, conduct a classroom inquiry discussion regarding how an individual can become successful in obtaining a job.  Show video, “Get a Job” and discuss the proper method of preparing and interviewing for a job.  Finally, students will refer to www.careercruising.com to gain assistance in obtaining information to develop a resume. 

	Notes to Teacher

	Contact Region IX in advance to request use of video, “Get a Job”.  This would also be a good opportunity to ask the Texas Workforce Commission to send a guest speaker to discuss job opportunities in law enforcement.  The Allred Unit could also be requested to send a correctional officer to discuss job duties.

	Materials Needed

	Video from Region IX—“Get a Job”, classroom internet access

	Checking for Understanding

	Students will participate in classroom discussion regarding job opportunities in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

	Assessment

	Students will complete an acceptable resume and portfolio of examples of their work.

	Technology Utilization

	Internet access, word processing, phone communication 

	Learning Styles

	Auditory:  hear types of behavior acceptable and unacceptable when seeking employment—Get A Job video

Tactile/Kinesthetic—use of computer to prepare portfolio and resume

Visual—watching video, completion of portfolio and resume

	

	


	PROJECT/ACTIVITY

By

Shelia Gholson

	Participating Business:

James V. Allred Prison Unit

	

	Lesson Title:  Not Just Any Prison will work for this inmate!!!

	

	Course/Grade Level

	Criminal Justice—grades 11-12

	TEKS:  Criminal Justice: 1E, 3B, and 5G

	

	Link to Job/Career:  Texas Department of Criminal Justice: inmate records clerk

	

	Objective

	Students will learn the levels and types of incarceration available in Texas.

	Activity/Project Description

	Students should report to the computer lab for this class activity.  Instruct students to go to the following website: http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us.  Instruct students to go to “General Information” and then to “Find a TDCJ Unit”.  This website provides an alphabetical list of the different prisons.  By clicking on the name of the unit, students can access more specific information regarding that particular unit.  Students should be given a variety of scenarios and determine the possible placements for a prisoner who may need specialized placement. The following is an example:  John Doe, inmate #4334, was placed in the prison system at the Allred Unit in 1998.  He was convicted of manslaughter in 1979.  He has had increasing difficulty in functioning in the general prison population due to bipolar disorder.  What are other optional placements for John Doe?  Students should refer to the internet site to determine the best possible placement for the inmate listed.  Other scenarios should be developed for students to research.  Students should then be instructed to develop a spreadsheet which would categorize units according to their specialized treatment and needs population rather than an alphabetical listing.

	Notes to Teacher

	Make certain students will have internet access for this activity.  

	Materials Needed

	Computer/Internet access

	Checking for Understanding

	Students will discuss possible placements with one another after completing the first scenario.

	Assessment

	Students will develop a spreadsheet which will categorize the types, sizes, and specialized units of correctional institutions that are available throughout the state.

	Technology Utilization

	Internet access, calculator, excel spreadsheet capabilities

	Learning Styles

	Auditory:  work with a partner in developing the organization of the spreadsheet information

Tactile/Kinesthetic—use of computer

Visual—analyzing data found on website

	

	


	PROJECT/ACTIVITY

By

Shelia Gholson

	Participating Business:

James V. Allred Prison Unit

	

	Lesson Title:  You be the Judge

	

	Course/Grade Level

	Criminal Justice and Government:  grade 12

	TEKS:  Protective Services—3B and 3D

	

	Link to Job/Career:  Texas Department of Criminal Justice:  Law library and inmate records clerks

	

	Objective

	Students will be able to identify the variation in sentencing when judge discretion is practiced.

	Activity/Project Description

	Students will utilize search of newspaper articles posted on the internet from criminal convictions throughout the state.  Students will then develop a comparison chart of these cases.  Students will then refer to the amount of time a prisoner with good behavior and good time will be required to serve before being considered for parole release.  Good time information can be retrieved from the following site:  http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/offender_information.htm

	Notes to Teacher

	Make certain students will have internet access.

	Materials Needed

	Internet access, poster board for charts.

	Checking for Understanding

	Students will develop charts in group activity.  This will allow for discussion of findings.

	Assessment

	Students will develop an understanding of the significance of judge discretion in the sentencing phase through the class comparison of different sentences imposed throughout the state.

	Technology Utilization

	Internet access, word processing

	Learning Styles

	Auditory:  work with a partner when searching for similar cases with various sentences

Tactile/Kinesthetic:  computer use in searching for cases

Visual:  completion of comparison chart

	

	


	PROJECT/ACTIVITY

By

Shelia Gholson

	Participating Business:

James V. Allred Prison Unit

	

	Lesson Title:  The attorney inmate

	

	Course/Grade Level:  Criminal Justice and Government grades 11-12

	

	TEKS:  Criminal Justice: 3A, 3F, and 3I   Government: 9H, 14B, and 14C

	

	Link to Job/Career: Texas Department of Criminal Justice—law librarian, education department

	

	Objective

	Students will learn to research court cases that set precedents regarding various legal questions.

	Activity/Project Description

	Divide the class into two groups.  2/3 of the students will be inmates 1/3 of the students will become judges who will hear an appeal of an inmate who believes he has found an error in the court proceedings.  Scenario:  The inmate was taken to court handcuffed and dressed in jail clothing.  He believes his right to an impartial jury was violated because of his appearance.  Refer to the following cases to determine if the inmate’s rights were violated.  After completing the research is prepared to give a persuasive report to the class supporting your decision.  Passmore v. Estelle, 607 F.2d 662(5th Cir. 1979), Chal v. Beto, 429 f. 2d 225(5th Cir. 1970), Lyons v. McCotter, 770 F. 2d 529 (5th Cri. 1985), Ex parte Wilson, 956 S. W. 2d 25 (Tex. Crim. App. 1997)

	Notes to Teacher

	Student should have internet access for this project.

	Materials Needed

	Internet access

	Checking for Understanding

	Students will work in groups to prepare their argument according to the research conducted on internet.  This time will allow students to determine if they have a general consensus regarding the outcome of previous rulings that may have some similarities to this appeal.

	Assessment

	Student will determine if an inmate has the right to legal relief because of errors in the proceeding of the criminal trial.

	Technology Utilization

	Internet access, word processing

	Learning Styles

	Visual:  internet legal research with a partner

Tactile/Kinesthetic:  computer use in research and preparation of legal documents

Visual:  role play of inmate seeking legal relief 

	

	


